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T2 Week 8 EDITION: FSA theme for 2022 is EMBRACE 
  

In our Franciscan tradition EMBRACE invites us to accompany those who are the ‘poor, little ones ’of the world.  

             Open the door of your heart to listen to the voice of Jesus so that we may flourish as Easter people. 

 

Dear Friends, 

Happy Pentecost! Often we hear that Pentecost is the birthday of the Church.  I 

like to think we are given this extraordinary feast to reflect on how we witness to 

give ‘birth’ to the Church in the days/weeks/terms of our lives.  Each and every day 

should be a birthday of the Church as we give witness to Jesus’ message of love and 

peace.  Our Schools and Colleges are constantly celebrating ‘Church’ to our 

students, families and staff.  You do this in wonderful ways, and I thank-you for 

being a Pentecost Person!   

In his bestseller The 5 Love Languages, Gary Chapman points out that among the five 

ways people show love, a common one is to give gifts. Perhaps Jesus’ love language 

was giving gifts because he sure did it a lot! He gave sight to the blind, power to the 

weak, food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, faith to the faithless, and love to the 

lonely.  

Jesus wants to give us the Holy Spirit. We have read in Acts how the power of this 

gift of the Spirit transformed the early Church. Jesus wants to do the same for us:  

to transform us. 

When we were baptised, we received the Holy Spirit, and at confirmation we said 

yes to the Holy Spirit’s spiritual gifts more completely. Yet for many, the power of 

the Holy Spirit is a pious thought rather than something we experience daily.  

Here are a few ways to open your heart to the Sanctifier’s inspirations: First, be 

grateful for God’s gifts and inspirations. St. Thérèse of Lisieux said, “What most 

attracts God’s grace is gratitude, because if we thank God for a gift, God is touched 
and hastens to give us ten more.” Second, practice detachment. If we cling to our 

possessions, viewpoints, and ourselves, there’s little room for the Spirit to move us. 

Third, like St Francis, catch yourself from going to negative thoughts/opinions and 

have as your first ‘go-to’ … ask God for inspiration—then listen. God isn’t forced 

upon us, so ask God to be with you.  Then practice a little silence and listen. You 

will be surprised at how the Holy Spirit speaks to you! 

We are Pentecost people …We are called to leave the ‘upper room’  

and make Jesus real today!   

May the Spirit of God be with you and your Community. 

Stephen ofm 

FSA Executive Director. 
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Celebrate the gifts of First 

Nations Catholics in the Church 

on 3 July 
NATSICC has developed a comprehensive 

resource to enable your School or 

Community to celebrate Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Sunday. 

Key Inclusions 

• Homily Notes by Bishop Tim Norton 

reflecting on the theme 

• Youth Activities that encourage students 

to explore Australia's history and seek 

ways in which they can become change 

makers 

• Liturgy Suggestions (Prayers of 

Intercession, Inculturation suggestions, 

Hymns) 

• Updated Acknowledgement and 

Welcome to Country guide 

Resource Homepage & downloads 

FSA supports member schools’ commitment 

to reconciliation by taking action to become 

supporters of the Uluru Statement from the 

Heart. We are ready! 

Download the email banner and other 

resources to use on your school communiques. 

  

 

 

Franciscan Connect 
Connect with Franciscans around the globe by 

partnering with The Secular Franciscan Order 

Mission of Australia (OFS Mission). The OFS Mission 

has mobilized 11 projects across 4 continents. Be 

part of this! 

Contact Leellen Lewis OFS,  

Mission Coordinator E|: leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
All schools should have received their invoice by email. 

We thank all schools for attending to this statement 

immediately. Your payment ensures FSA can power our 

mission to connect, resource and support our schools. 

PRAYER TO SAINT ANTHONY  

Blessed Anthony, the Lord made the 
Scriptures a glowing flame in your mind and 

heart. Your sermons were filled with the 
words of the Lord.  

With the same reverent openness as you had, 
may we listen to the same Lord speaking  

to us in the Bible.  
May we feel the presence of Jesus in the 

Scriptures, just like the people of your day 
when you preached that Word to them. 

Amen. 
Click the links below for more 

Anthony joined the friars with one goal - to be a 
foreign missionary. However,  he happily 

engaged in other ministries. 

Do we show similar flexibility?  

Click here for more on Saint Anthony! 

 

https://www.natsicc.org.au/2022-atsi-sunday.html?mc_cid=ead1e9809c&mc_eid=02ad4caa2a
https://www.natsicc.org.au/2022-atsi-sunday.html?mc_cid=ead1e9809c&mc_eid=02ad4caa2a
https://www.natsicc.org.au/2022-atsi-sunday.html?mc_cid=ead1e9809c&mc_eid=02ad4caa2a
mailto:leellen.lewis@gmail.com
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/prayers-to-saint-anthony-of-padua
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/who-was-st-anthony-of-padua
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We went to the periphery!

 

 
Thank you to all retreatants 

 who gave generously of 

 themselves for others. We  

 understand that God requires 

 our complete participation in 

the fullness of life. Bonaventure, using his 

constant image of  fire reminds us that we are to 

become prayer – living flames of love that ignite 

the world. Retreatants you were the flame! 

Thanks to the Kedron Friars for their hospitality. 

 

Formation: SEQ 
 

 
Could FSA member schools 

support a ministry of The 

Missionary Franciscans Sisters 

in PNG? 
Executive Member, Catherine White is the 

Australian Leader of the mfic Sisters. She 

writes … 
Our Sisters in PNG have started early 

childhood groups with some of the local 

“village” children in Aitape.  On the northwest 

coast of PNG, Aitape is where the mfic Sisters 

have their biggest community and 

novitiate.  Many of the Australian Sisters 

worked in Aitape and the friars run the parish 

there. They have done so for decades. 
Early childhood education is just starting up in 

PNG and we’d like to rev it up a bit! The 

children will be 3years – 5 years old. With the 

help of a grant from FAD (MFIC Canadian 

Sisters) the Sisters in Aitape have now 

constructed the learning rooms to begin a 

more formal early childhood project.  Two 

Sisters, who are teachers, have done 

additional training to prepare.  

NOW WHAT WE NEED IS TO RESOURCE 

THE ROOMS… there are some really basic 
items on the wish list like coloured pencils, 
stationery, blocks, educ’t toys and books. 

THE POWER OF ACTING TOGETHER 

 
COULD CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

WEEK BE A WEEK (or month) 

WHERE FSA MEMBER SCHOOLS 

COMMIT TO ONE FUNDRAISING 

ACTIVITY IN SUPPORT OF  

THE AITAPE MFIC 
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE? 
Catherine has more information for schools 
interested. E | mfic@mficaust.org.au |  
P | 07 33573758 || FSA will promote this 
project in the coming term. 
 

FSA will promote 

mailto:mfic@mficaust.org.au
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Refugee Week is 19 – 25 June. The 

theme of this year is Healing. The Australian Catholic 

Migrant and Refugee Office and the Office for Justice Ecology 

and Peace have collaborated to provide you with resources 

to help you celebrate Refugee Week. Find resources HERE: 

 

 

 

The new FSA website is coming. 

FSA@SCHOOLS – FSA connected over Zoom, MS 

Teams and F2F around Australia this term. Let us help 

you with formation, connection & resources. Contact 

astone@franciscans.org.au |  0427 909 302  |  We are 

taking bookings for January staff week NOW. 

DOES YOUR SCHOOL  

KNOW ABOUT, 

SUPPORT AND 

ADVOCATE FOR 

FRANCISCANS 

INTERNATIONAL? 

 
 Franciscans 

International 

advocates at the 

United Nations for the 

protection of human 

dignity and 

environmental justice. 

Find out about their active 
life in the world HERE 

 

 

FSA has 12 staff from members schools 

registered for this great online course in 

Franciscan Studies. ONLY $1100-AUD for  4 

units. Join us! contact  astone@franciscans.org.au 

FI attempts to put 
Franciscan ideals into 
practice at the international 
level and is guided by Saint 
Francis and Saint Clare’s 
proclaimed concern for the 
poor, care of creation & 
peacemaking. 

It serves all members of the 
Franciscan family, as well 
as the global community 
by “bringing spiritual, 
ethical, and Franciscan 
values to the United 
Nations and international 
organizations".  

FSA Executive members  

Fr Stephen Bliss OFM and 

Sr Catherine White mfic 

have both served FI in the 

past bringing witness to 

human rights violations. 

 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2022/05/23/refugee-week-prayer-service/
mailto:astone@franciscans.org.au
https://franciscansinternational.org/home/
mailto:astone@franciscans.org.au

