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From the FSA Living Stones Framework  the  theme for 2022 is EMBRACE  
In our Franciscan tradition EMBRACE invites us to accompany those who are the ‘poor, little ones ’of 

the world. Open the door of your heart to listen to the voice of Jesus so all may flourish at Easter. 

Cairo Correspondence 

The mfic Sisters had been in Egypt  
since 1898 and they were preparing  
to leave Egypt when, in 2008, I spent a year in 
Heliopolis on the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt.  St 
Clare’s College where I was stationed opened 
in 1933. 

I was awe struck that St Clare’s College, like 
our other school Sacred Heart School in 
Alexandria, was 50% Christian and 50% 
Muslim. The staff (image below) and students 
worked together and either prayed together or 
prayed separately in the prayer room or the 
Chapel.   Some of the women wore head 
scarves and some did not. It was a peaceful 
acceptance of difference that I had not believed 
possible. 

 
Sr Catherine with staff 

Our Chapel was served by an ancient Irish 
missionary priest but when he went home on 

leave, we celebrated Mass at the local 
Continued next page 

 

Calls for Solidarity with  

the People of Ukraine 

The past weeks have brought the 

devastation of flooding to our region and 

the horror of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  

Let’s pray and act in solidarity with all those 

affected by the floods in Queensland and  

NSW, and with the people of Ukraine. 

Many Ukrainians have been injured and 

displaced. The Ukraine Crisis Appeal has 

been established to provide much needed 

support to all those affected by the 

invasion. The Appeal is a collaboration 

between the Australian Federation of 

Ukrainian Organisations, Rotary Australia 

World Community Service and Caritas 

Ukraine. Tax deductible donations can be 

made here. 

Please reach out to the Ukrainian Community 

in your state.  NSW here. QLD here. SA here. 

TAS here. VIC here.  

Please continue to also pray for those in 

other parts of the world where violence and 

oppression continue – Myanmar,  

Hong Kong, Yemen, West Papua. 

PRAYER & SERVICE 

T1 Week 8 EDITION: As Term One nears conclusion and the Easter season approaches come Lord 

Jesus, make us instruments and reflections of your peace. In prayer we respond to the crisis’ at home and 

abroad while forging strong connects with member schools. Sr Catherine mfic and Sr Louise Hume osc 

share experience and understanding of EMBRACE.  

 

https://www.ukrainecrisisappeal.org/
https://ucnsw.org/
https://www.ukrqld.com.au/
https://www.ukrainiansinsa.org.au/
https://ukesintas.wordpress.com/home/
https://auv.org.au/
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Syrian rite Catholic Church. Solidarity among the Christian churches 
was strong. Differences were held loosely.  

The local Christian community that gathered on a Sunday was a mix 
of Filipino domestic workers, the expatriate wives of Muslim 
husbands, local Catholics of various rites, and the Sisters.   

I participated in a 
pilgrimage to St 
Catherine’s monastery at 
Mt Sinai.  Our bus was 
accompanied by armed 

police, in trucks to front and rear, and a policeman 
with a machine gun sitting at the front of the bus. 
In a place where religious divisions brought hatred 
and danger, we were vulnerable.  

Difference can give rise to hatred, prejudice and 
exclusion. The Franciscan way I experienced was one of acceptance, affection and embrace. 

Theologian Miroslav Volf who is probably best 
known for his book ‘Exclusion and Embrace’ wrote:-  
Christians must learn that salvation comes, not only 
as we are reconciled to God, and not only as we 
"learn to live with one another," but as we take the 
dangerous and costly step of opening ourselves to 
the other, of enfolding him or her in the same 
embrace with which we have been enfolded by 
God. 

We strive in our Franciscan schools to be 
communities prepared to embrace others despite 
any differences that may be present.      

 Thanks to Sr Catherine mfic  Images private collection  

REFLECTION 

WHAT IS THE STATE OF ‘EMBRACE’ IN YOUR SCHOOL? 

• How does your school live acceptance, affection and 

embrace? 

• Who or what are you learning to live with, daily? 

• What habits of body and spirit would you like to sow and 

cultivate in your school community next term? 

• What are your new insights about solidarity and the 

Franciscan understanding of embrace?     Talk to a colleague. 

Catherine White mfic 

Refugee School, Cairo 

Visiting a mosque with staff on cross cultural exchange, 2008 
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Here’s an idea!  Franciscan Connect 
Connect with Franciscans around the globe by partnering with 

The Secular Franciscan Order Mission of Australia (OFS Mission). 

The OFS Mission has mobilized 11 projects across 4 continents.  

FSA schools can connect and EMBRACE projects!  

The OFS Mission is to embrace our brothers and sisters that society may 

otherwise reject. Impoverished individuals and families, existing 

community services, and as a sign of fraternity, fundraising campaigns 

coordinated by other Franciscan groups. All are embraced. 

The OFS Mission has funded projects that support mothers, children and 

students.  Afterall, finishing an education is vital to escaping the poverty 

cycle. Staying healthy is critical also. That is why, among other things, 

the OFS Mission has helped finance a health education program in 

Malawi, a nutrition clinic in Haiti, and on two African archipelagos, a Milk 

Bank program in Sao Tome, and a healthcare service in Principe.  

The OFS Mission has made a long-term commitment to fund the 

university expenses of a female student in Goa, whose hope it is to work 

in medicine, thus inspiring other young people to dream and achieve.  

To sustain The OFS Mission, we invite the financial support  

of FSA member schools.  (See Leellen’s email left) 

 

 

 

Contact Leellen Lewis 

OFS, Mission Coordinator  

E|: leellen.lewis@gmail.com 

so that together we can 

continue in our mission to 

 “…not love with words or 
speech but with actions and 

in truth…” (1 John 3:18). 

 

EUROPE/UKRAINE – Franciscans 
at the service of the people "with 

prayer, lunch and words of 
encouragement" 

Friar Minor Fr. Romualdo Zagurskyi OFM, and the 

friars living in the city of Konotop, sent a heartfelt 

appeal for peace "Now more than ever, our 

Franciscan charism of bringing peace and 

goodness is revealed. Our Convent is open to 

anyone in need of protection, shelter or food… 

We believe in the peace that Jesus Christ left, as 

the Gospel of John (Jn 14:27) says: "Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 

gives do I give it to you. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled or afraid". (PA) (Agenzia Fides, 2/3/2021) 

 

FSA @ SCHOOLS – FSA 

connected over Zoom, MS Teams and 

face to face around Australia this term. 

We have offered online modules for staff 

formation and spirituality days, prepared 

short courses in prayer, shared resources 

laughed, prayed, offered direction, and 

discussed ways to enrich Franciscan 

charism in schools. 

FSA will be in Rockhampton and 

Victoria at the end of this term. Other 

places and States to follow this year. 
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Embrace is infinite, it comes from the One Love. 
A brief reflection on the theological concept of EMBRACE  

as informed by Saint Clare. 

Clare aligned herself with Jesus Christ and let herself be guided by him. Her life plan was 

about God, about God-seeking, about meeting God.  

“Her whole life is founded in God.” (Proc Xl:2). She was held and supported by God. 

Clare lived in God's Presence and taught others how to know God's Presence within 

themselves and in all creation, and how to make God's love come alive for our world. 

“You have sought to store up greater treasures in heaven rather than on earth.  

Your reward then, is very great in Heaven.”  Saint Clare of Assisi. 

In a sharing entitled “Held in Love’s Embrace”, author, theological and spiritual director  

Dr Kerrie Hide writes… 

It is because God first loved us (John 4:19) and has lavished us in love (1 John 3:4), and 

always holds us in the embrace of infinite love, that we hold the Beauty of God with us. 

Clare invites us to fall in love, to be grasped by the wonder of this love and  

to give ourselves over totally, to be one in this love. 

Clare’s way of prayer, of entering into the mirror of eternity in our heart teaches us to see 

again, to awaken the eyes of our soul that can see the enfolding love we are already in. She 

returns us to our original vision that becomes blinded as our spiritual senses that 

communicate the wonder and beauty of eternal love become silent. 

Clare teaches us how to see again, to notice how we are held in an embrace of love 

eternally, and in response to hold, to stay with, to abide in the love that is offered to us.  

In a reflection on the one thing necessary, in a letter from Pope Innocent lll,  

that Clare would be aware of, Innocent writes: 

“All things that come from the One, likewise all things must go to the One,  

            namely to him who is the Alpha and the Omega, Jesus Christ our Lord …” 

(Light Shining Through a Veil p 119) 

In the context of being held in the embrace of love, this means that this embrace is infinite, 

it comes from the One Love and draws us into fuller and fuller participation in this One 

Love. There are not two mirrors but one. We are invited to take our place in the One Mirror 

of Love. And we discover this holding in our own heart, it then draws us to discover Christ’s 

presence within and reflected without in all creation. 

Thank you to Louise Hume osc – Abbess, The Order of Saint Clare, North Richmond, NSW. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE DEVASTATION OF FLOODS  
Many people have been seriously affected by the floods in QLD and NSW. Some have tragically lost 

their lives. Homes and businesses have been devastated and some people have been displaced. The 

Aboriginal community of Cherbourg QLD has been cut off. Please continue your prayers for all those 

who have been affected. Reach out to EMBRACE others with practical support when it is safe to do so.  

Donate Vinnies HERE Red Cross HERE. 

 

https://contemplatio.com.au/dr-kerrie-hide/
http://poorclares.org.au/index.html
https://rationshed.com.au/floods-close-ration-shed/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-qld/vinnies-disaster-appeal-qld-2022
https://www.redcross.org.au/floodsappeal/
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RESOURCES: Francis, the comic strip  +  The Francis Chronicles the ministry of  

the world's parish priest – Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

The FSA website is a priority in 2022. We have engaged a 
design team who are working hard on behalf of all schools. 
Please email alisonstone@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

2022-2023 SCHEDULE 

Course One: Understanding 

Franciscan Origins & Values 1 

Sept 12 – Oct 10, 2022 

Course Two: Understanding 

Franciscan Origins & Values 

1I Oct 17 – Nov 14, 2022 

Course Three: Franciscan 

Spirituality & Evangelical Life 

Jan 09, 2023 – Feb 06, 2023 

Course Four: Franciscan 

Tradition in Art & Literature 

Feb 13, 2023 – Mar 13, 2023 

 

Refer to 

FSA emails 

about 

group rate. 

A simple yet 

demanding list 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/francis-chronicles/francis-comic-strip-311?utm_source=NCR+List&utm_campaign=997555f9ed-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_01_10_09_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6981ecb02e-997555f9ed-230705430
https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles
mailto:alisonstone@optusnet.com.au

