
To teach as Francis did we constantly refer all good to God and demonstrate this through the service of others.
The Franciscan tradition teaches us to keep eyes on God, to reverence creation and to be the good example of joy and peace. 

The term is deeply connected to the time when God speaks to Francis through the San Damiano crucifix. LIVING STONES 

“Francis, go now and repair my church which, as you see, is falling down.” 

FRANCISCAN SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA

enriching Franciscan spirituality within schools
established 2005

LIVING STONES
They speak to the Franciscan tradition and refer to 

the 'building up' of God's kindom and the 
'foundation' of a tradition. 

FSA has identified six 'Living Stones'.
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EMBRACE 

The Franciscan Intellectual Tradition provides life-giving insights 
into our learning and teaching, so that through relevancy, excellence
and engagement there is an ongoing conversion of heart and mind.  

We focus on the fountain source of Eucharist, prayer and 
contemplation in order to transform lives. 

LIFE-GIVING EDUCATION KINSHIP WITH CREATION

PEACE

PRAYER  ACTIVE SERVICE

Franciscan Markers: theologians, scientists, artists, musicians, novelists and poets across the centuries. 
Figures include St Clare,  St Anthony of Padua, St Bonaventure, Bl. John Duns Scotus, Friar Roger Bacon, 

Bl. Ramon Lull,  Bl.. Angela of Foligno, and Friar Jacopone da Todi. 

Franciscan Markers:  See the writing of St Clare,  the story of the St Francis stigmata on La Verna; The 
Carceri and Francis’ time in nature, Francis’ Letter to the Rulers of the People & Letter to a General chapter; 

Muslim 99 Names for God and Francis’ Praises of God. 

We embrace the kinship model that reverences all of 
creation. We build authentic communities of care, 
compassion and mercy based on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Franciscan Markers:  The Little Flowers of Saint Francis are stories about Francis and his 
ministry. See Francis and The Sultan, Gubbio the Wolf and Francis and the Leper.

Franciscan Markers:  See story about Sultan/Saint, story about Saint/Leper, Exodus 33: 7-11; 
Commandments and Chapter 16 of Francis’ Rule of 1221.

Franciscan Markers:  The  Admonitions are pithy sayings about and from St Francis. See those about 
care/relationships and conversion of heart. Seek also the story of Francis and the leper 

and Francis joining the poor in Rome by begging.

We embrace and accompany those who are the 
'little, poor ones' and 'the other' of the world. 

We mix with the world and find God there.  Therefore, we nurture 
creative and responsive community engagement and formation 

experiences that use actions rather that words.

We are committed to promoting peace and justice for all.  
We recognise goodness and nurture peace in our community.

Franciscan Markers:  See Canticle of Creation, Laudato si’. The Little Flowers of Saint Francis 
are stories about Francis and his ministry. See Francis and The Birds, Sister Hare and Gubbio.
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