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Dear Friends, welcome to Term 4.  
October may be our favourite month. 
We can highlight all things Franciscan in 
abundance as we go about rebuilding the 
church today in our schools and colleges.  

Many schools began this term with the Feast of 
Saint Francis. FSA supported schools with 
resources and loved being part of the action. 
There were celebrations all around with 
Eucharists, Blessings of Animals, services, 
rituals and Franciscan inspired games.  
Saint Francis called all creatures brothers and 
sisters. They spoke to him of his Creator. Saint 
Francis saw symbols of Christ everywhere. 
Especially in nature and in those creatures he 
met daily. He praised God constantly.  
I am reminded of some words uttered by St 
Bonaventure in a homily …. “Every creature is a 
divine word because it proclaims God.” 
Some powerful thoughts from Bonaventure 
and a reminder to all of us that in our 
encounters with creatures and creation, 
colleagues, students and parents we are in fact 
encountering God. Therefore, this term, look for 
the good in every creature, sing out your praise 
and be full of gratitude.      Stephen Bliss OFM 

 
 

THANK YOU and special thanks to  

St Anthony’s Primary School and  

Mount Alvernia College, Kedron  

Reach Out Across the Blue Project  
Sr Catherine, Sr Lorna and Sr Rosella from the 

Missionary Franciscan Sisters were on hand 

to speak with students and to accept the 

donations.  AWESOME JOB!! 

 
See the feature story on P3 in this edition. 

T4 Week 3 EDITION 2022 EMBRACE. In the spirit of reconciliation FSA acknowledges the First Nations People of 

country throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. Our schools are honoured to work, play and connect. 

New term. Go to franschools.au 
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi 

October 04 

 
People believed in him. He lived and died 
quietly and peacefully in Assisi. When the 

light of the spirit was dying out all over the 
world, this little man, together with others  
re-enkindled the flame. He was only forty-

five years old when he died, but he left 
behind a Dream to dream and a Journey to 

challenge everyone.  
Fr Murray Bodo, author of Francis: Journey and 
the Dream, offers a prayer that the Dream will 
come clear for you, that you will be challenged 
too, to set out on a Journey with Francis to that 
peace and joy that surpasses all understanding. 

 

Blessings and peace. 
Pax et bonum  to all FSA schools 

https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.mta.qld.edu.au/
https://franschools.au/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/francis-murray-bodo/book/9781632534064.html
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FSA enjoyed a visit with the Poor 
Clares at North Richmond, Sydney. 

Their beautiful property has two 
business heritages for anyone who 

needs a time of retreat. 
Contact Sr Louise  or Sr Pia -

louise.hume44@gmail.com 
franciscanfederationaustralia@outlook.com 

 
 Discover more about our Australian 

Poor Clares on the FSA website 

 

Prayer is powerful.  The Poor Clare Sisters 

and Franciscan Federation members keep 

all FSA school communities in their prayers. 

Let us keep our Franciscan family globally in 

our prayers and hearts also.  

May God grant us all peace and 

joy. Amen 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals Ritual 
from Sophia College, Plainland, Qld 

 

 
National Executive Coordinator of FSA and Vicar 
Provincial of OFM, Fr Stephen Bliss was at Sophia 

College on October 05, blessing an array of 
creatures, domestic and working farm animals, 

crawling and slithering creatures, feathered 
friends and camel mascots Vernon and Penny 
from Army Support Battalion -26 Transport. 

Be praised my Lord, for all your creation…  

mailto:louise.hume44@gmail.com
mailto:franciscanfederationaustralia@outlook.com
https://franschools.au/spirituality/franciscan-friars-and-sisters/
https://www.sophiacollege.qld.edu.au/
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In our Franciscan tradition EMBRACE invites us to accompany those who are the ‘poor, little ones ’of the world.  

             Open the door of your heart to listen to the voice of Jesus so that we may flourish as Easter people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRE Aimee Bodley and DP Mission & Identity Richard Rogusz welcomed Sr 
Catherine, Sr Rosella and Sr Lorna MFIC to St Anthony’s Primary School and 

Mount Alvernia College, Kedron. The Sisters spoke about being missionary people 
and the importance of education, especially in PNG. 

PNG is a very poor country and educational standards remain low. With a literacy rate of 64.2%, 
Papua New Guinea has the lowest literacy rate in Oceania. Primary school attendance is at 63.4 

percent for boys and 56.5 percent for girls. A staggering 41 per cent of Papua New Guinea’s 
population are under the age of 15 years. These facts prompted The Missionary Franciscan Sisters‘ 

to support the foundation of an early childhood learning centre in Aitape, PNG. 
The Sisters told students that the community support for education in Aitape is strong.  

In January 2023 the new centre will open with its first cohort of 80 Early Learners.  
These FSA school students knew how to help and reach out across the blue.  

 
The young women from the Head, Heart and Hands Team were on hand to deliver the large amount of 

early learning resources and monetary donations to the Sisters. Thank you to St Anthony’s School & Mt 

Alvernia College ~ this was a big community engagement activity & wonderfully supported by the schools.  

 CAN YOUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY ASSIST TO RESOURCE THE CENTRE? - 

visit the FSA WEBSITE to FIND OUT HOW  or contact Alison – astone@franciscans.org.au 

  

Padua College, Kedron celebrated The Feast of St Francis. FSA was delighted to be present with other 

schools. 

https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.mta.qld.edu.au/
https://www.mta.qld.edu.au/
https://franschools.au/mfic-early-learning-centre-png/
https://padua.qld.edu.au/
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Franciscan Connect 
WHAT IS THE TRANSITUS OF SAINT 

FRANCIS? 

The Transitus, from the Latin word for 
passage or crossing, commemorates 
the completion of St. Francis' earthly 

life, and his passage through  
Sister Death into eternal life. 

It is a simple service for a man who 
simply loved God. 

At the Transitus of Saint Francis in 
Brisbane, Fr Joe McKay OFM reminded 
those present that we are still called to 

observe the Holy Gospel of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to rebuild the Church 

today by: 

1. BEING FOOT WASHERS -be a 
church / community that serves others, 
especially the least of our brothers and 
sisters. 

2.  BEING BOUNDARY CROSSERS - 
leave home, build bridges, break down 
walls and go forth to accompany life, 
sustain hope, be the sign of unity and 
sow the seeds of peace and 
reconciliation in our communities. 

3. BEING HOSPITABLE -welcoming 
people, embracing all of life, opening 
our hearts, making possible a social 
friendship that excludes no one and a 
fraternity that is open to all. 

This is what schools who carry the 
Franciscan tradition do –we simply 

live the Gospel & rebuild the Church! 

The Kedron 
Greccio 

Campus went 
to the dogs, 
literally, on 
Thursday 06 

October when 
Friars Joe and 

Harry OFM 
blessed all 

animals that 
accompany 

the good men 
of Padua. 

Blessing of the Pets 
from Padua College, Kedron, Qld 

 

 

https://padua.qld.edu.au/
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The US Franciscan studies 

course has  begun with 

Franciscans connecting 

from all over Australia. 

Thank you to Br Nathan SSF 

for hosting the first Zoom 

Connection Circle with 

participants. 

FILMS NOT TO MISS 
‘SCATTERED PEOPLE’ 

A film about refugees and how 
music can offer hope. 

 
HOST your own or network event 

featuring this documentary film email 

astone@franciscans.org.au 

View trailer and find out more HERE 

.  

Laudato Si' Movement launched 

the epic film The Letter. It stars 

Pope Francis who tells the story of 

Laudato Si’. 

Watch this powerful story online. 

It is perfect for staff formation, a 

rich curriculum resource and very 

encouraging.  

We know we need to protect our 

common home. 

Formation: 

 
With Br Nathan James SSF at Cannon Hill Anglican College.  

 
With Fr Joe McKay & school officers at St Anthony’s School Kedron. 

 
With staff from St Clare’s College, Waverley at their overnight retreat.  

mailto:astone@franciscans.org.au
https://www.scatteredpeoplefilm.org/#home-alt
https://www.mail.laudatosimovement.org/click.html?x=a62e&lc=OB9&mc=s&s=4F9&u=z&z=BxSIVCE&
https://www.mail.laudatosimovement.org/click.html?x=a62e&lc=OBN&mc=s&s=4F9&u=z&z=B4ijvfa&
https://www.chac.qld.edu.au/
https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://stclares.syd.catholic.edu.au/
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Blessing of Cultural Precinct - OLA 

from Our Lady of the Angels,  Wavell Heights, Qld 

 

 

 
Our Lady of the Angels School at Wavell Heights 
carries a dual charism. Catherine White mfic and 
Alison joined the Presentation Sisters on Oct 14.  

His name was Francis 
He used to praise God the Artist in 
every one of God’s works. Whatever 
joy he found in things he referred to 
God. Everything cried out to him, “He 
who made us is infinitely good!” This is 
why FSA schools see the good in every 
person, in every creature, and in every 
situation. 

He called animals “brother” or “sister,” 
and he exhorted them to praise God. 
This is why the Blessing of Animals 
ritual features on a school calendar.  

He embraced all of creation and 
welcomed people of different faith 
traditions. His encounter with the  
Muslim Sultan of Egypt had a profound 
impact on him and his spirituality. He 
called him friend and writes the 
Praises of God . This is why FSA 
schools are communities of 
reconciliation and peace, who reach 
out to ‘the other’, honouring the First 
Nations people of the land on which 
our schools stand. 

He would go through the streets and 
towns, inviting everyone to sing with 
him. And one time when he came upon 
an almond tree, he said, “Brother 
Almond, speak to me of God.” And the 
almond tree blossomed. 

That is what St. Francis of Assisi did, 
and that is what he does for us once 
we are caught up in his life and 
teachings. He makes us blossom, 
wherever and whoever we are.  

FSA schools blossom because we 
follow Francis and embrace the 
overflowing goodness of God revealed 
in everything that exists. Our schools 
let that embrace change us.  

FSA schools are active, living 
examples of the church today. 

 

 

https://www.olawavellheights.qld.edu.au/
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In 2023 Franciscans commemorate the 800th anniversaries of the 

Later Rule, and the Christmas at Greccio (2023). Schools may 

like to mark these important stages in a special way. FSA will 

continue to keep you informed about Franciscan Family events. 

Read the document HERE 

FEAST DAYS IN OCT / NOV 

St Luke, Evangelist – 18 Oct Blessed John Duns Scotus– 08 Nov 
St Agnes of Assisi, Poor Clare – 19 

Nov 

All Saints – 01 Nov 
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica – 

09 Nov 

Presentation of the Blesses Virgin 

Mary – 21 Nov 

Commemoration of all the Faithful 

departed – 02 Nov 
Remembrance Day – 11 Nov 

St Cecilia, Martyr & Patron Saint of 

Musicians – 22 Nov 

Commemoration of all deceased 

Franciscans & benefactors - 03 

Nov 

St Elizabeth of Hungary Patron of 

SFO – 17 Nov 

All Saints of the Franciscan Order – 

29 Nov 

 

Education. Never stop being curious. Every day offers 
discovery. Explore the world. God is everywhere you look. 

Fr Dan Horan OFM  
in Australia July -August 2023 

The call issued to us as once to St. Francis: 
“Go and rebuild my Church that is falling into 
ruins” still rings true today. The FSA Living 

Stones Framework is deeply connected to this 
call. FSA advocates that schools consult widely, 
build partnerships, dialogue, support formation, 
and engage in critical reflection & discernment 

about the vocation of Catholic Education. 

Travelling Scholar Dates  
20 July–10 August 2023 

FOR BOOKINGS CONTACT – astone@franciscans.org.au  

OR sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

 

May the Lord give you peace! The Feast of St 

Francis Eucharist @ Padua College, Qld was a sacred time. 

Advent is coming! 

Journey with Francis – order 
your reflections book HERE 

https://ofm.org/blog/letter-from-the-conference-of-the-franciscan-family-on-the-celebration-of-the-franciscan-centenary/
mailto:astone@franciscans.org.au
mailto:sbliss@franciscans.org.au
https://ofm.org/blog/letter-from-the-conference-of-the-franciscan-family-on-the-celebration-of-the-franciscan-centenary/
https://padua.qld.edu.au/
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/

