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T4 Week 8 EDITION 2022 EMBRACE. In the spirit of reconciliation FSA acknowledges the First Nations People of 

country throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. Our schools are honoured to work, play and connect. 

Refresh  Rebuild  Renew   By Fr Stephen Bliss OFM 

 
Francis and the Babe of Greccio 

Dear Friends of FSA, The end is nigh! Another year ‘gone to God’!  
In 2022 Franciscan School Australia began a new era – Alison and I met many times 

towards the end of last year and the word that kept coming up in our discussions was 
‘refresh’. Our goal for 2022 was to refresh enthusiasm, refresh formation, refresh our 

connections and refresh our love of the Gospel ~ inspired by the lives of Saints Francis 
and Clare, and the early Franciscans. 

As we come to the end of a busy and rewarding year,  
Alison and I feel we have achieved our goal to refresh FSA. 

I guess the challenge for us and you, is to keep refreshing ourselves.  
Again, we can look to Francis and Clare to help us! 

It’s Advent again, and we are blessed with these weeks to refresh ourselves spiritually to 
welcome the birth of the Lord into our lives. When I think of the ‘birth of the Lord’, I am 
very conscious that many of you give ‘birth to the Lord’ in the many roles you have in 
your Schools and Colleges. As we come to the year’s end, I thank-you for the way you 

have done this, and over time our students and their families, and our staff will come to 
appreciate this more and more. St Francis often said to see goodness around us, we see 

and experience God – so I invite you to reflect on your year and see name as much 
‘goodness’ as you can, and you’ll be surprised at the wonders of God in your work! 
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Refresh  Rebuild  Renew continued 

 
Francis and the baby Jesus - fresco 

I was talking to a pregnant woman only the other day and she was sharing how she 
could feel her baby ‘leaping’ within her – she shared that no matter how frequently it 

happened she was always thrilled when she felt the baby move with her womb.  
I love the idea of John the Baptist “leaping” in the womb at the sound of Mary’s 

greeting. The simple truth here for me is John was stirred by the presence of Jesus,  
and that is part of the incredible story of Christmas we often forget.   

What has made you ‘leap for joy’ this year?  
How do we respond to the Christmas story? 

Has it become so quaint and so routine that we simply accept it like some sweet 
religious fairy-tale? Or do we think that because we work within the Church,  

I am just too tired to even bother reflecting? 

In truth, the mystery of God becoming human needs to move us so that we leap within 
our hearts, knowing that in the various roles we have in our communities and  

of course in our families, we too have the possibility of bringing this child to birth.  
In other words, we can make Jesus real for our communities! 

2022 has given us many possibilities which we have responded too, and further 
possibilities which we hope to explore in 2023. 

I am sure many wonderful things have happened in your community this year – let’s 
celebrate them as you decorate your Christmas tree with baubles. May the baubles you 

quietly place on your family Christmas tree be acknowledgements of the goodness 
within your family-life and professional-life. I think when we live with the goodness, 

successes and joys rather than hoarding negativity, conflicts and ideas that didn’t go to 
plan, we are not living as ‘Incarnate people’.  

This is what St Francis did at Greccio. He reminded the people to see the face of Jesus 
in the life of their community. Francis wanted the people of the Greccio to see the 

blessings of their lives. Even today, this is the gift of Greccio. 
Alison and I hope you can acknowledge the blessings of your year. We look forward to 
companioning you in your service to your school or college. Together we will bring the 

many blessings of Franciscan Spirituality into the schools and colleges we serve. 
May the One whose birth we celebrate over these weeks, walk straight into our hearts 

and led us to greater blessings as we live out ‘the joy of the Gospel’.  
May we become all the Saviour has called us to be.  

Happy Christmas, and may you be ‘refreshed’ over the summer break! 

Pax et bonum  to all FSA schools, Stephen and Alison  
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from St Anthony’s School Kedron, Qld 

What a wonderful gift! an FSA school 

helps birth another school in 2023.  

 
FSA Executive Team Member, Sr Catherine 

White (below) and helpers from St Anthony’s 
School, Kedron, QLD have prepared 12 boxes 

of educational toys and resources for 
shipment to the new MFIC Early Learning 

Centre in PNG. Opening their doors in 2023 
our prayers and good wishes fly across the 
blue to the MFIC and Aitape communities. 

 

 

Peace requires ‘gentle power of 

dialogue’  says Pope Francis  

Vatican City — November 9, 2022 

 
Pope Francis pats the head of a girl after she and another 

child ran up on to the stage during his weekly general 

audience in St. Peter's Square Nov. 9, 2022.  

(CNS photo/Vatican Media) 

For there to be peace, people need to expand their 

horizons, engage in dialogue and work with each 

other in a way that sets aside selfishness and 

ambition, Pope Francis said. 

“The world needs to reject confrontation and walk 

the path of encounter”, he said, especially when it 

comes to "the insanity of war of which battered 

Ukraine is a victim, and of many other conflicts that 

will never be resolved through the infantile logic of 

artillery, but only with the gentle power of 

dialogue." 

"The cause of peace necessitates a profound 

reverence for all of creation, and dialogue is 'the 

oxygen of peace,'" even at home and in the family, 

he added. 

This approach is still greatly needed in today's 

world, he said.  

Let us all feel called to expand our horizons with 

hearts that are open, not hardened and closed tight, 

because we are all brothers and sisters. 

People must strive to open up, "to enlarge our 

interests, to dedicate ourselves to knowing about 

others," he said. 

 

https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.stanthonyskedron.qld.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/collections/christmas-gifts?hsCtaTracking=28734977-db8b-4b7a-9a84-5374f51b7350%7C393a47de-2a5b-437c-8eae-aeb2e0957244
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From Anne Doherty – Principal of OLN, Victoria reflects for us… 

What I appreciate most about the work of Darleen Pryds is that she 

restores and highlights the role of the laity in the Franciscan story 

which is such an important part of our tradition. 

The example of the laity and how they lived, and continue to live, is a 

strong example, especially to our staff, staff, students and 

communities, of the breadth and depth of the Franciscan charism 

throughout time. Though we follow in the tradition of Francis and 

Clare, laity have a variety of ways of living and enacting the 

spirituality. 

As a leader of a Franciscan community, and as a Secular Franciscan, Darleen’s recent 

lecture about caregiving resonated with me. Some key points for me were: 

· That caregiving and care receiving emphasise the mutuality and 

interdependence inherent in the Franciscan Tradition. 

· That care giving and care receiving are spiritual practices that recognises the 

sacredness of life and the dignity of the human person. 

· That care giving is an act of service. I loved the description that such service 

to another is the ‘work of the soul’ deepening intimacy and developing relationships 

of equality that are so central to the Franciscan way. 

Darleen’s exploration of Francis’ encounter with the leper added another layer to the 

story and one which is important within our Franciscan, and indeed, secular 

communities: 

· Francis and the leper encountered each other. 

· Francis was fully present. 

· There was a mutuality in the exchange, a real sense of equality. 

· Both were changed by the experience. 

There are many in our communities in need of care and we are called to be of service: 

to listen, to be present, to seek to understand, to encounter and to uphold the dignity 

of all in a relationship of equality. 

 

FST Zoom Lecture by Darleen Pryds, Ph.D. Lay Franciscans and Their Tradition of 

Caregiving. FSA members were delighted to join this lecture where Dr. Pryds unpacked how, in 

the process of caregiving for others who are ill and/or dying, many lay Franciscans have discovered 
that the very people they are ministering to have revealed back to them, the very love of Christ. 

Anne Doherty OSF is also 

on Staff of Franciscan 

Pilgrimage Programs 
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Put your faith into action 

Franciscan Formation 
The online Master of Theological Studies 
– Franciscan Theology (MTS - FT) is a two-
year academic program offered by the 
Franciscan School of Theology at the 

University of San Diego 

Living into the Franciscan Spirit of 

generosity, community, and joy, the FST 

faculty have collaborated to create 

comprehensive, enriching, and challenging 

courses that present the wisdom of 

Franciscan Theology and the beauty of lived 

experiences within the tradition. 

Fully accredited by the Association of 

Theological Schools and the Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges, the 

MTS-FT can be completed in two years with 

a part-time commitment in a fully online and 

asynchronous form that will allow the 

student to complete it wherever in the world 

they are. Offered fully in English, with three 

starting times a year. 

FST are currently enrolling for the Spring 

Semester, which starts January 10th. 

Please visit the website to learn more! 

Program homepage(This includes some tags so 

that the Uni is alerted to referral by FSA) 
Facebook :      LinkedIn    Youtube:  

See more on pages 10  

The Padua 
Campus 

Mornington 
has opened 

their new  
St Clare 

Performing 
Arts Centre. 

 

FSA @ SCHOOLS 

 
With Anne (Principal) and Amy (APRIM) at  

Our Lady of the Nativity School, Aberfeldie. 

 
With Patrick DP Identity (above) and Tanya 

(Principal) of Ave Maria College, Aberfeldie, VIC 

 
 

https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/masters-theological-studies/?utm_campaign=fsa-awarenes&utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Faith-action&leadsource=referral%20-%20franciscan%20schools%20australia
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100071670481812
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/74748249/admin/
Youtube
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What one thing did you find surprising about either of the units of study? 

What one thing will you do to add to the Franciscan identity of your community  

which has been sparked from your study? 
.From M O’Brien - The course has been a good one and I would recommend it to 

anyone working or associated with Franciscan Institutions. For me it has been a 

good revision and reflection of what I know already. 

This is a silly thing to say but I am surprised about how much I know about the 

Franciscan spiritual heritage but sometimes I need to be reminded to spend time 

reflecting on it because of the busyness of my work. This course forces me to take 

that time to reflect. 

What a gift we have that shouldn’t be taken for granted!!! Padua College, Kedron 

From R Rogusz - The most interesting part of the study so far has been reading about the 

similarities between the Sufi tradition and Francis’ spirituality. This is summarised in 

“Mysteries in the West: Francis of Assisi” a chapter in The Sufis by Idries Shah. 
 

The Greater Brothers were an appellation of the Sufi Order founded by Najmuddin Kubra, 
"the Greater".   
Najmuddin Kubra was a great Sufi teacher who is known for his special relationship with 
animals. Pictures of him show him surrounded by birds. He tamed a fierce dog merely by 
looking at it, just as Saint Francis is said to have tamed the wolf of Gubbio. 
The special methodology of what Francis calls "holy prayer" is similar to the Dervish concept 
of "remembering". 
The dress of the Franciscan Order, with its hooded cloak and wide sleeves, is similar to that 
of the dervishes of Morocco and Spain. 
Like the Sufi teacher Attar, Francis exchanged his clothing with a mendicant. 
When he received the stigmata, Francis saw a seraph with six wings. Such an angel appears 
in an allegory used by Sufis to convey the formula of the bismillah. 
There are similarities between Francis Canticle of Creation (originally Cantica del Sol, the 
Song of the Sun) and Rumi’s many poems about the Sun. 
Francis’ greeting of peace is also an Islamic salutation. 

Given the 800th anniversary next year of the Rule of 1223, I will use what I have learnt from 

my study of the Rule in Course 1 in planning staff and student formation opportunities. 

Also, next year, our focus value is Respect. The stories of the Sultan and the Saint and the 

Wolf of Gubbio, and the many examples of Franciscan people and organisations that 

build respect between peoples and for creation, will be invaluable in exploring with 

students how respect is understood and lived within the Franciscan tradition. Mount 

Alvernia College, Kedron 

Formation: Franciscan Studies – reflections from the inside 
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Beauty and joy -Glass Crosses 
from Vroombout 

FSA recently met with glass artist, Lynn Vroombout, 

from Western Australia. Lynn makes for FSA schools 

and many Dioceses and communities around 

Australia 

Her custom made fused glass artworks, crosses 

and coolamons are beautiful and very well 

priced. She makes Tau crosses and in 2023 the San 

Damiano crucifix will be available. 

Lynn can custom make crosses in your school 

colours with the small standing crosses making 

gorgeous graduation gifts. 

CHECK out her Instagram  page .... beautiful work 

of the highest quality! All packaged carefully. 

For orders contact Lynn via email -  

lvroombout@gmail.com 

 

 

The large hanging Tau cross that the MFIC 
community gifted to Sophia College at the Opening 

and Blessing of the College in 2021. 

Artworks @ FSA Schools 

 
Sophia College QLD - Canticle made from 

individual works each Fratelli group painted. 

 
Our Lady of the Nativity School VIC - Tau using 

hands. While on pilgrimage. 

 
Padua College VIC – crucifix above the altar in 

the chapel. 

https://www.instagram.com/vroombout_fusedglass/
https://www.instagram.com/vroombout_fusedglass/
mailto:lvroombout@gmail.com
https://www.sophiacollege.qld.edu.au/
https://olnaberfeldie.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.padua.vic.edu.au/
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Total package will aim to include: 

•Pre tour formation experiences x 2 

•Franciscan journal 

•Pilgrim’s Companion book 

•2 qualified, highly trained Franciscan religious 

as pilgrimage leaders (TBC) + 2 Australian 
Franciscan religious (TBC) 

•wholesome meals (maybe 3-4 meals not included) 

•all entry fees, gratuities and tips 

• lodging in 3 star pensione  

•buses to and from airport and to sanctuaries 

• time to enjoy the countryside & culture 

• time for reflection, daily Mass and prayer  

Thu March 28 – Sat 13 April 2024

FSA Rome & Assisi 

SAVE THE DATE 
Approximate Land 

content only - 
$6850 

Additional flight costs 

to be added 

To celebrate the Centenario as a Franciscan 

Family, Franciscan Schools Australia 

invites everyone who is attracted to the 

evangelical beauty of the Poverello (ef. Lautado 

si’10) to join us in Rome and Assisi. Together 

we will experience fraternity. 

A pilgrimage, led by Franciscans for 

Franciscans, and with attention to Australian 

education experience, will take you to places 

and spaces sacred to the Franciscan family.  

This pilgrimage offers FSA schools and other communities a valuable opportunity  

to invigorate the richness of our Catholic Franciscan charism with a prophetic vision toward the future. 
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In 2023 Franciscans commemorate the 800th anniversaries of 

the Later Rule, and the Christmas at Greccio (2023). Schools 

may like to mark these important stages in a special way.  

FSA will continue to keep you informed about Franciscan 

Family events.   Read the document HERE 

FEAST DAYS and IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES IN DEC/ JAN 
St Ambrose Bishop and Doctor – 

18 Oct 

Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary – 08 Dec 

QLD Schools Break Up – 02 and 09 

Dec 

St Lucy – 13 Dec St John of the Cross– 14 Dec 
TAS WA Schools Break Up – 15 

Dec 

ACT  SA  NT Schools Break Up – 

16Dec 

NSW  VIC  NZ Schools Break Up – 

20 Dec 

Christmas Day: Nativity of the Lord 

- 25 Dec 

St Stephen, First Martyr – 26 Dec 
St John Apostle & Evangelist, First 

Martyr – 27 Dec 
Holy Innocents – 28 Dec 

The Holy Family – 30 Dec 
WORLD DAY OF PEACE  & Mary 

Mother of God – 01 Jan 2023 
Holy Name of Jesus – 03 Jan 2023 

Epiphany of the Lord – 08 Jan 2023 Baptism of the Lord – 09 Jan 2023 
St Bernard and Companions Friar 

Martyrs – 16 Jan 2023 

School Resumes QLD –23 Jan2023 
School Resumes NSW VIC – 27 Jan 

2023 

School Resumes SA NZ – 30 Jan 

and in ACT & NT – 31 Jan 2023 

 

Education. Never stop being curious. Every day offers 
discovery. Explore the world. God is everywhere you look. 

Fr Dan Horan OFM  
in Australia July -August 2023 

The call issued to us as once to St. Francis: 
“Go and rebuild my Church that is falling into 

ruins” still rings true today.. 

Travelling Scholar Dates  
20 July–10 August 2023 

FOR BOOKINGS CONTACT – astone@franciscans.org.au  

OR sbliss@franciscans.org.au 

 

Advent is here! 

Journey with 
Francis – PDF 

reflections book 
HERE 

Here’s an idea! 

Our National Executive Co-ordinator, Fr 

Stephen Bliss OFM was inspired by the 

labyrinth that was woven into the carpet of 

the Chapel at the Brisbane Catholic 

Education Office, Woolloongabba, Qld.  

In 2023 FSA Living Stone focus = 

 
How does your community live this stone for 

conversion of head, heart and hands?  

https://ofm.org/blog/letter-from-the-conference-of-the-franciscan-family-on-the-celebration-of-the-franciscan-centenary/
mailto:astone@franciscans.org.au
mailto:sbliss@franciscans.org.au
https://ofm.org/blog/letter-from-the-conference-of-the-franciscan-family-on-the-celebration-of-the-franciscan-centenary/
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/

